THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

my lifetime ; but also in order that France and the genius of France,
eminent in so many spheres, may make a united contribution to the
great movement of progress which is budding in the hearts of men and
women of goodwill in all the countries of the world.

A MESSAGE TO GENERAL DE GAULLE AFTER THE VISIT TO FRANCE

[November 16, 1944.

NOW that I am back home, let me express to your Excellency
and to your colleagues of the French Government my profound
appreciation of the splendid hospitality and innumerable kindnesses
and courtesies shown me and my friends during the memorable days
which I have just spent in France. I shall always recall as one of the
proudest and most moving occasions of my life the wonderful reception
which the people of Paris gave to their British guests on this our first
visit to your capital after its liberation.

I was also most grateful for the opportunity of seeing for myself
something of the ardour and high quality of the French troops which are
completing the liberation of their native soil under the skilful leadership
of General de Lattre de Tassigny. The welcome extended to us was
indeed a happy augury for that continued friendship between our two
countries which is essential to the safety and to the future peace of
Europe.